We show that mostly right-handed Dirac sneutrino is a viable supersymmetric light dark matter candidate. While the Dirac sneutrino scattering with nuclei is dominantly through the Z boson exchange and is stringently constrained by the invisible decay width of Z boson, it is possible to realize a large enough cross section with nucleon to account for possible signals observed at direct dark matter searches such as CDMS II-Si or CoGeNT. Even if the XENON100 limit is taken into account, a small part of signal region for CDMS II-Si events remains outside the excluded region by XENON100.
I. INTRODUCTION
Light weakly interacting massive particles (WIMPs) with the mass around 10 GeV have received a lot of attentions motivated by the results in some direct dark matter (DM) detection experiments. DAMA/LIBRA has claimed detection of the annual modulation signal by WIMPs [1] . CoGeNT has found an irreducible excess [2] and annual modulation [3] .
CRESST has observed more events than expected backgrounds can account for [4, 5] . CDMS II collaboration has just announced [6] that their silicon detectors have detected three events and its possible signal region overlaps with the possible CoGeNT signal region analyzed by Kelso et al [7] . However, these observations are challenged to the null results obtained by other experimental collaborations, CDMS II [8, 9] , XENON10 [10] , XENON100 [11, 12] and SIMPLE [13] . Recently, Frandsen et al [14] have pointed out that the XENON10 exclusion limit in Ref. [10] might be overconstraning. It has been stressed that the signal region due to low energy signals in CDMS II-Si extends outside the XENON exclusion limit [15] .
The Fermi-LAT collaboration has derived stringent constraints on s-wave annihilation cross section of WIMPs, by analyzing gamma ray flux from dwarf satellite galaxies [16] .
Particularly, in the light mass region below O(10) GeV, the annihilation cross section times relative velocity σv of O(10 −26 )cm 3 /s, which corresponds to the right thermal relic abundance Ωh 2 ≃ 0.1, has been excluded.
Light WIMPs have been investigated for the dark matter interpretation of those positive data. In fact, very light neutralino in the Minimal Supersymmetric Standard Model (MSSM) [17, 18] and the Next-to-MSSM (NMSSM) [19, 20] or very light right-handed (RH) sneutrino in the NMSSM [21] [22] [23] had been regarded as such candidates. However, those candidates hardly avoid the above Fermi-LAT constraint 1 .
In this paper, we show that mostly right-handed Dirac sneutrino is a viable supersymmetric light DM candidate and have a large enough cross section with nucleon to account for possible signals observed at direct DM searches. Dirac sneutrino scatters off with nuclei dominantly via the Z boson exchange process through the suppressed coupling and mostly with not protons but neutrons. Although this Z boson mediated scattering does not relax the tension among direct DM search experiments and its availability is limited by the invis- 1 If we give up the standard thermal relic, we may consider a WIMP with the small enough annihilation cross section to satisfy the Fermi-LAT bound [24] or nonvanishing dark matter asymmetry [25] .
ible decay width of the Z boson, a part of signal region for CDMS II-Si events [6] remains outside the excluded region by XENON100 [12] . We examine the cosmic dark matter abundance as well as the constraints from indirect dark matter searches for a viable model of Dirac sneutrino dark matter.
The paper is organized as follows. In Sec. II, we estimate the DM-nucleon scattering cross section through the Z boson exchange process and show the experimental bounds or signal regions for this case. We impose the bound from the Z boson invisible decay width too. In
Sec. III, after brief description of a model, we examine other cosmological, astrophysical and phenomenological constraints. We then summarize our results in Sec. IV.
II. DIRAC SNEUTRINO DARK MATTER DIRECT DETECTION
A. Invisible Z boson decay
We are going to consider light Dirac sneutrino DM scattering with nuclei through Z boson exchange process in the direct detection experiments. Since the property of Z boson is well understood, the possibility of light sneutrino has been stringently constrained from the invisible decay width of Z boson. First of all, here, we briefly summarize the bound.
The Z boson invisible decay is (20.00 ± 0.06)% for the total decay width of the Z boson decay Γ Z = 2.4952 ± 0.0023 GeV [26] . That gives constraint on the neutrino number which couples to Z boson given by [26] N ν = 2.984 ± 0.008, (PDG).
The LEP bound on the extra invisible decay width is given as [27] 
If there is a light sneutrino which couples to Z boson, the Z boson can decay into light sneutrino. The spin averaged amplitude is
Here, C eff parametrizes the suppression in the (sneutrino)-(sneutrino)-(Z boson) coupling as shown in Fig. 1 . For pure left-handed sneutrinos, C eff = 1. The decay width of Z boson into light sneutrino DM is given by
and we impose the upper bound (2) on this. Those bound corresponds to
for a few GeV dark matter. The contour plot of invisible decay width is also shown in Fig. 3 . 
where M DM and m N denote dark matter mass and nucleus mass respectively, A N and Z N are the mass number and proton number of the nucleus, and G F is the Fermi constant [28] .
Here µ X is the reduced mass defined by
and m n stands for the neutron mass. In the expression (7), σ Z χn denotes the DM scattering cross section with a neutron, we have used the fact that the Z boson dominantly couples with a neutron compared to a proton as (1 − 4 sin 2 θ W ) ≃ 0.076 and hence neglected the contribution from the scattering with a proton.
Usually the bound or signal of the direct detection experiments is given to the WIMPNucleon scattering cross section assuming isospin conserving case. This is true for the conventional WIMP such as neutralino where Higgs bosons exchange processes are dominant.
For Z boson mediated case, the DM interacts dominantly with neutron, thus the bound should be modified according to this. Using Eq. (7), the corresponding WIMP-neutron cross section, σ
n , for Z boson mediated case is related to the isospin conserving (IC) WIMP-Nucleon scattering cross section, σ
For Xenon A ≃ 130, Z = 54, for Si in CDMS II A = 28, Z = 14. Those factors give enhancement on the cross section by a factor 4 and 3 respectively.
In In Fig. 4 , we show the WIMP-neutron scattering cross section versus dark matter mass.
We show the constraint from XENON100 [12] , and the signals measured by CDMS II-Si [6] and CoGeNT [7] with the contour of the Z boson extra invisible decay width. According to Ref. [14] , we do not include the XENON10 limit in this paper to keep our discussion conservative. We find that still barely compatible region exist around dark matter mass around 6 GeV and the WIMP-Nucleon cross section σ (Z) n ≃ 10 −40 cm 2 .
III. OTHER CONSTRAINTS
Discussion and the conclusion in the previous section are model independent and applicable for any scalar DM scattering with nucleon dominantly through Z boson exchange, by introducing the coefficient C eff . In this section, we discuss other DM phenomenology and other experimental constraints. To do those, we need to specify particle model for Dirac sneutrino dark matter.
One model has been constructed with non-conventional supersymmetry breaking mediation [29] . Light sneutrino DM has been studied in Ref. [30, 31] and unfortunately has turned out to be hardly compatible with the large hadron collider (LHC) data, mainly due to the SM-like Higgs boson invisible decay width [31] .
There is another available model proposed by us [32] in the context of neutrinophilic Higgs doublet model [33] [34] [35] [36] . Therefore in the rest of this section, as an example, we discuss other DM phenomenology based on this model.
A. Brief description of the model in Ref. [32] The neutrinophilic Higgs model is based on the concept that the smallness of neutrino mass might not come from a small Yukawa coupling but a small vacuum expectation value (VEV) of the neutrinophilic Higgs field H ν . As a result, neutrino Yukawa couplings can be as large as of the order of unity for a small enough VEV of H ν . Other aspects, for instance collider phenomenology [37] [38] [39] , astrophysical and cosmological consequences [32, [40] [41] [42] , vacuum structure [43] and variant models [44] [45] [46] , also have been studied.
The supersymmetric neutrinophilic Higgs model has a pair of neutrinophilic Higgs doublets H ν and H ν ′ in addition to up-and down-type two Higgs doublets H u and H d in the MSSM [40] . A discrete Z 2 parity is also introduced to discriminate
and the corresponding charges are assigned in Table I . Under this discrete symmetry, the superpotential is given by
where we omit generation indices and dot represents SU (2) antisymmetric product. The Z 2 parity plays a crucial role of suppressing tree-level flavor changing neutral currents (FCNCs) and is assumed to be softly broken by tiny parameters of ρ and ρ ′ (≪ µ, µ ′ ). Here, we do not introduce lepton number violating Majorana mass for RH neutrino N to realize Dirac (s)neutrino.
By solving the stationary conditions for Higgs fields, one find that tiny soft Z 2 -breaking parameters ρ, ρ ′ generate a large hierarchy of
It is easy to see that neutrino Yukawa couplings y ν can be large for small v ν using the relation At the vacuum, the mixing between left-and right-handed sneutrino is estimated as
We find that the RH sneutrinoÑ has very suppressed interactions to the SM-like Higgs boson or Z boson at tree level, since they are proportional to the mixing of LH and RH neutrinos sin θν in Eq. (12) . However, radiative corrections induce a sizable coupling between RH sneutrino and Z boson. We have parametrized the effective interaction between the RH sneutrino DM and Z boson by C eff , then the vertex induced by scalar (H ν -like Higgs boson andν L ) loop 2 is given as
with
where k µ 1 and k µ 2 are the ingoing and outgoing momentum of RH sneutrino and for simplicity we take equal masses of particles in the loop
By comparing Fig. 4 and Eq. (7) with Eq. (14), we find that a parameter set
can explain CDMS II-Si result.
B. Annihilation cross section
The dominant tree-level annihilation mode ofÑ in the early Universe is the annihilation into a lepton pairÑÑ * →f 1 f 2 mediated by the heavy H ν -like Higgsinos as described in Fig. 5 . The final states f 1 and f 2 are charged leptons for the t-channelH ν -like charged
Higgsino (H ± ν ) exchange, while those are neutrinos for the t-channelH ν -like neutral Higgsino (H 0 ν ) exchange. The thermal averaged annihilation cross section for this mode in the early Universe when using the partial wave expansion method is given by [47] 
where we used v H ν -like Higgsino. For simplicity we have assumed that Yukawa couplings are universal for each flavor. Since the s-wave contribution of the first term in the right-hand side is helicity suppressed, the p-wave annihilation cross section of the second term is relevant for the dark matter relic density at freeze-out epoch.
In the neutrinophilic Higgs model, sneutrino has, in addition to the tree level processes, sizable annihilation cross section into two photons through one-loop diagram and it has been pointed out in Ref. [32] . The charged components of the H ν scalar doublet and charged scalar fermions make the triangle or box loop-diagram and the two photons can be emitted from the internal charged particles. For the mass spectrum we are interested in now M Hν , Ml ≫ MÑ , we obtain the annihilation cross section to two photons via one loop as
where we have used
Therefore for the total annihilation cross section of RH sneutrino DM, we obtain
Now if we consider to reproduce the latest CDMS II-Si data by taking a parameter set given as Eq. (15), we find that two-photon production via one-loop is dominant and thus
for the given parameter in Eq. (15) . This loop-induced annihilation does not only dominate the tree-level annihilation but also exceeds the standard value σv ≃ 10 −9 GeV −2 . Then, this DM appears not to have the correct thermal relic abundance if the relic density would be determined from its thermal freeze-out.
C. Dark matter relic abundance and indirect DM search constraints
As stated above, from Eq. (19), we see that the standard thermal relic density ofÑ with zero chemical potential leads to too few Ωh 2 ≪ 0.1. However, we know our Universe is baryon asymmetric. Hence, we expect that lepton asymmetry is also nonvanishing. In fact, the sphaleron process, which interchanges baryons and leptons, plays an important role in many baryogenesis mechanism and leaves the similar amount of baryon asymmetry and lepton asymmetry. A promising mechanism would be Affleck-Dine baryo(lepto)genesis [48] , because our model is supersymmetric. Since Dirac sneutrino carries lepton number and has a large annihilation cross section as Eq. (19), our sneutrino is one natural realization of the so-called asymmetric dark matter (ADM) [49] [50] [51] [52] [53] [54] [55] , onlyÑ remains after annihilation with N * . Thus, the relic abundance is actually determined by its asymmetry and the mass.
For a novanishing sneutrino asymmetry of the similar amount of baryon asymmetry
and the mass of about 5 − 6 GeV, the correct relic density for dark matter ΩÑ h 2 ≃ 0.1 is obtained.
Finally we note that our model is free from any indirect DM search constraint, in other words, DM can not produce any signal because of the ADM property, namely, the absence of anti-DM particles in our Universe.
IV. CONCLUSION
We have shown that mostly right-handed Dirac sneutrino is a viable supersymmetric light DM candidate and have a large enough cross section with nucleon to account for possible signals observed at direct DM searches. The Z boson mediated scattering does not relax the tension among direct DM search experiments and is constrained by the invisible decay width of the Z boson. Nevertheless, we have found that a part of signal region for CDMS II-Si events remains outside the excluded region by XENON100. As an example of specific particle models, we have shown that a Dirac right-handed sneutrino with neutrinophilic
Higgs doublet fields is a viable light dark matter candidate.
